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Augusta, ME – Crisis & Counseling Centers (C&C) celebrated its 40th anniversary at its May 13 Annual Meeting and presented awards to community partners for exceptional service.

“We’re blessed to have such committed community partners,” said C&C CEO Lynn Duby. “No organization stands alone in its ability to respond to the needs in the community. We rely on our partner agencies to do our work effectively,” she added.
Trinity EV Free Shelter, in Skowhegan, won the Agency of the Year Award. Pastor Richard Berry said that the organization was “blown away” by the reception it got. “We’re in this together and we are so honored to be recognized by Crisis and Counseling Centers for the work we’re doing in the community,” he said. 
Captain Richard Wurpel, Administrator of the Kennebec County Correctional Facility won the Public Safety Appreciation Award. 

“As a member of the Kennebec County Sheriff's Office, and especially representing the entire staff of the Kennebec County Correctional Facility, I was honored, pleased, and humbled by receiving the "Public Safety Appreciation Award" from Crisis & Counseling Centers,” said Captain Wurpel.
“What mattered most to me was not the title of the award... it was the organization presenting it to me.  Crisis and Counseling Centers' mission, commitment, and goals toward those they serve made the award a prestigious one.”
The Augusta Police Department was also awarded the Public Safety Appreciation Award. 

This year’s CEO Special Recognition Award honored TD Bank. 
“We present this very special award to organizations or individuals whose support and commitment to our community exemplify the qualities of collaboration and partnership,” Duby said at the Annual Meeting, adding that TD Band Regional Vice President Jay Violette’s “gentle wisdom and helpful suggestions have truly made a difference to our economic viability.” 
Annual Meeting sponsors included the China-Dinah, ESM, Gibson LeClair, Kennebec Savings Bank, Kozak & Gayer, KV Cap, Macdonald Page & Co, and TD Bank.

Crisis & Counseling Centers is a private, nonprofit social service agency licensed by the State of Maine as a comprehensive mental health and substance abuse treatment facility. With clinical programs operating out of nine locations, the organization is the sole provider of 24-hour mobile crisis response and stabilization in Kennebec and Somerset counties (responding to more than 1,000 calls each month). 
C&C also provides outpatient medication management, substance abuse and mental health treatment to more than 1,000 individuals each year; integrated medical and behavioral healthcare in two large county jails; and family support services statewide through the G.E.A.R. Parent Network. 

The mission of Crisis & Counseling Centers is to develop and deliver effective solutions to the diverse behavioral health needs of the community in a professional and respectful manner. If you or someone you know is experiencing a crisis, please call the Voice & TTY Maine Crisis Line at 1-888-568-1112.  For information, visit www.crisisandcounseling.org. 
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