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AUGUSTA – Kennebec County Sheriff Randall Liberty and The Kennebec County Commissioners have learned that the County’s proposal for funding through the Second Chance Act Adult and Juvenile Offender Reentry Demonstration Projects FY2010 Competitive Grant opportunity was approved by the Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance.  The funding will support the Kennebec Regional Reentry Project with $750,000 for 12 months, from October 1, 2010 to September 30, 2011, with the potential for two years of renewed funding.

Crisis & Counseling Centers (C&C), the County’s contracted provider of integrated health care at the Kennebec County Correctional Facility (KCCF), will lead the project as well as provide direct service.  Other collaborators on the project include Maine PreTrial Services, providing case management; NAMI Maine, which will implement a restorative justice and community service component; and Hornby Zeller, providing project evaluation.

 “This funding will allow us to provide some groundbreaking services,” said Liberty.  “Last month, with the blessing of the Board of Corrections (BOC), the County implemented a pilot of Maine’s first intensive substance abuse treatment program located in a county correctional facility.  The transformation we’ve seen in the participants has been significant.  What these funds will do is provide them with the support to maintain the transformation they’ve experienced once they’ve returned to their communities.” 
Robert Devlin, Kennebec County Administrator commented, “This project demonstrates that with the support of the county commissioners and the collaboration of the Sheriff’s Office, the Board of Corrections and Crisis and Counseling, we can change the model of incarceration and make real change in peoples lives. This project will put people back into the community with a plan to lead successful lives and stop the revolving door of recidivism.”

The treatment program, called the Kennebec Criminogenic Addiction Recovery Academy (CARA), is staffed by C&C and KCCF.   With full implementation of the service, an estimated 360 inmates a year will be served by the program, with inmates screened and referred from Kennebec’s general population facility; Two Bridges Regional Jail located in Wiscasset; Androscoggin Correctional Facility in Lewiston; and Somerset County Jail in Skowhegan.

Captain Richard Wurple, Administrator at KCCF, along with the Sheriff, developed and presented the idea of the treatment program to the BOC with the aid of Crisis & Counseling Centers.  “Throughout the consolidation process, which has been conducted by the BOC at the behest of the legislature and governor, the Board has stated the need for specialized programs in state and county facilities,” Wurpel stated.  “One of the greatest needs we see among our population is for substance abuse treatment and treatment of co-occurring substance abuse and mental health disorders.  The CARA program we are piloting meets the challenges head on.  This new funding, for the Kennebec Regional Reentry Project will help ensure its success.”

The U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Assistance and Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention released the joint solicitation for Second Chance Act reentry demonstration projects.  The funding is intended to help state and local agencies implement programs and strategies to reduce recidivism and ensure the safe and successful reentry of adults and juveniles released from prisons and correctional facilities back to the community.

Crisis & Counseling Centers is a private, nonprofit social service agency licensed by the State of Maine as a comprehensive mental health and substance abuse treatment facility. With clinical programs operating out of nine locations, the organization is the sole provider of 24-hour mobile crisis response and stabilization in Kennebec and Somerset counties, responding to more than 1,000 calls each month; provides outpatient treatment to approximately 1,000 individuals each year; provides integrated medical and behavioral healthcare in two large county jails; and provides family support services statewide.

The mission of Crisis and Counseling Centers is to develop and deliver effective solutions to the diverse behavioral health needs of the community in a professional and respectful manner. If you or someone you know is experiencing a crisis, please call the Voice & TTY Maine Crisis Line at 1-888-568-1112. For general information, visit www.crisisandcounseling.org.

